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This listing of claimd will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claimg; 

I. (canceled). 

2. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim further comprising: 

closing the throttle valve at least once during the switching o£f operation of 
the internal combustion engine. 

3. (currently amended) A method for the controlled switching off of a spark 
ignition internal combustion engine having at least one combustion chamber formed 
bv a cylinder and a piaton. and having an associated combustion air intake svstem 
having at least one of a throttle valve and a variable gas metering system, thg 
engine being coupled to an engine controller, said method ^pmnrising: 

opening the throttle valve at least once duiing the? s witching off operation of the 
engine The method of nlnim 1 w herein said throttle valve actuation is based on a 
rotational speed signal. 

4, (currently amended) A method for the controlled switching off of a snark 
ignition iiiternal combustion engine having at least one c ombustion chamber formed 
by a cylinder and a oiston. and_having an associate d combustion air intake svstem 
having at l^a$t one of a throttle valve and a variable gas metering system, the 
engine being coupled to an engine controUer. said method comnrising: 

opening the throttle valve at least onc e during the switching off operation of the 
ap gine - Pho method of oloim 1 w herein said throttle valve actuation is based on an 
intake manifold pressure signal is used to actuate the throttle valve. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim M wherein said throttle valv e 
aotuatiQnrot^tiQXX^l sp eed ^ imsl is based on at least one of a crankshaft 
rotational angle signal and a camshaft rotational angle signal. 
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6. (currently amended) The method of claim further comprising- 

opening the throttle valve during the last intake process of the cylinder 
which later, when the engine is stationary* ia the compression cylinder. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 34*, further comprising: 

opening the throttle valve during the last intake process of the cylinder 
which later, when the engine is stationary, is the expansion cylinder. 

8. (canceled)* 

9. (currently amended) An engine system for the controlled switching off of a soark 
ignition internal combustion engine having at least one combustion chamber formed bv 
a cylinder and a piston, said ftvstem comprising: 

an air intake system having a throttle valve; and 
an engine controller electronica lly coupled to the engine and said throttle \-alve. said 
controller causing said throttle valve to ooen at least once durinpr the switching off 
oneration of the engine T ho onpino Byotom of olaim 8 w herein said controller bases said 
throttle valve opening on at least one of on a rotational speed signal and an intake 
manifold pressure signal- 

10. (currently amended) The engine system of claim S^, wherein said controller causes 
said throttle valve to open durix)^ the last intake process of a particular cylinder, said 
particular cylinder being on a compression stroke when the engine comes to a standstill 

11. (currently amended) The engine system of claim 28, wherein said controller causes 
said throttle valve to open during the last intake process of a particular cylinder, said 
particular cylinder being on an e^ansion stroke when the engine comes to a standstill. 
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